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Wootton H.S.; Cabin John M.S.; Robert Frost M.S.; Cold Spring E.S.;

Dufief E.S.; Fallsmead E.S.; Lakewood E.S.; Stone Mill E.S.; Travilah E.S.

To the Montgomery County Council:

We the undersigned residents of the “Wootton Cluster” support the proposed Operating Budget adopted by the Board of Education and support funding MCPS schools at the “Maintenance of Effort” level (consistent spending per pupil). We recognize that the County has faced difficult financial circumstances and has not been able to provide the sort of funding for education that it has in the past, but it is important to us and our families that the quality of our schools is maintained and that children in our schools the next several years receive the high quality education historically provided by our County. Like many residents of our County, we decided to live in this County and particularly in the Wootton Cluster because of the high quality of our schools; the high quality of our schools is also a major reason why we pay the taxes we do. Our schools are also an economic engine for our County and they benefit households with and without students by supporting the property values of their homes. Retaining a level of funding sufficient to continue the high quality of our schools is not only the “right thing to do” as education policy; it is the “smart thing to do” to support the future of our County. Last year, the County reset the funding level for our schools and by doing so set a new level for the Maintenance of Effort formula. Having taken the step of establishing a lower level of funding for the schools, we believe it is incumbent on the County to follow-through and at least provide a level of funding for our schools sufficient to maintain the effort from the new lower level.
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