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Wootton H.S.; Cabin John M.S.; Robert Frost M.S.; Cold Spring E.S.;

Dufief E.S.; Fallsmead E.S.; Lakewood E.S.; Stone Mill E.S.; Travilah E.S.











        To: Senators and Delegates, Districts 15, 17 and 39 

We are parents of students in the Montgomery County Public Schools in the “Wootton Cluster”. We decided to live in this County and particularly in the Wootton Cluster, because of the high quality of our schools. Our schools are an economic engine for our County and the entire State and they benefit households with and without students by supporting the property values of their homes. Retaining a level of funding sufficient to continue the high quality of our schools is not only the “right thing to do” as education policy; it is the “smart thing to do” to support the future of our County and our State.  Taxpayers in Montgomery County have long supported funding for high quality schools both in our County and in the State as a whole. And the investment has paid off. Maryland has been ranked as the #1 state in education in the country. But the continued success or our schools and schools across the State depends on continued State support for education. 

We urge you to make every effort to ensure that the State of Maryland provides necessary financial support for MCPS. 

We also urge you to oppose a shift in the responsibility for MCPS employee pension plans from the State to the County. The current funding arrangement was part of a long term division of financial obligations and allocation of tax revenues between the counties and the State. To change that arrangement now will have a significant adverse impact on our school system. 

We believe that the original intent of the Maintenance of Effort law (that requires consistent spending per pupil year over year) should be continued--counties should maintain their effort in dollars spent per student to be eligible for state aid. While some allowance should be made for counties that have historically exceeded MOE when they have a difficult year or two, the fundamental requirement of consistent funding should be retained. For that same reason we believe that the penalty imposed on Montgomery County for this year’s budget should be waived.
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