Robert Frost Middle School PTSA

May 8, 2007
Minutes

The Robert Frost Middle School PTSA met on Tuesday, May 8, 2007 in the media center.  
The meeting was called to order by MH at 7:43 pm.

Approval of Minutes.  The minutes from the previous meetings (March 13 and April 10) were approved with the following corrections.  Committee Reports for March 13 – Frost Informer’s new editor is CJ.  President’s Report for April 10 – officer positions to be included on slate are: President, Executive Vice President, two Vice Presidents, Treasurer and Recording Secretary.  Cluster Report for April 10 – “Safe Pledge” parent names are not listed on the school website.
President’s Report.  MH reported that help is needed to sell spirit wear at International Night on May 10.  RE said that next year Frost should determine the International Night date early in the year, and then plan to invite members of the Board of Education to attend (so that they can see firsthand the diversity of our school).  MH reported that the PTSA will receive $115.17 from Dine Out Night at Potomac Pizza on May 7. 
Treasurer's Report.  MN distributed the Treasurer’s Report for review.  The PTSA did not have as much income as budgeted.  This will affect the amount donated to Frost.  Looking at the income and expenses for the remainder of the year it is unlikely that we’ll be able to give the school the remaining $2500.   We will leave approximately $3,500.00 in the bank to start the 2007-2008 school year.   The new executive board will meet this summer to discuss next year’s budget.  Discussion followed about possible dates.  KG will contact new officers.  MN and MH reported that a Frost family donated $1,000.00 to the PTSA.  MN suggested that next year when the “Summer Packet” is sent out, we publicize the “Contribution” sections of the PTSA membership form so that more parents will make a donation.  MN also suggested having a yard sale as a fundraiser next year.
 

MCCPTA Report.  RE reported that the operating budget is still pending at the County Council.  RE spoke before the council and he testified that the Wootton cluster supports other areas in the county in getting the support that they need, but he reminded the council that all schools (including high-achieving ones) need support.  The PTA testimony was not done on one night (as in the past).  Rather, it was divided up amid other testimony at the hearings.  RE also reported that the MCCPTA believes that the learning center/special education inclusion change wasn’t handled well by MCPS (i.e. without enough public input).  The Health Tech recommendation (have a health technician at all MCPS schools during school hours plus ½ hour before and ½ hour after school) may be included in the operating budget.  A question was raised about the possibility of a new high school in our area. Discussion followed.  RE said that this is not considered an option by MCPS at this point, and AB said that MCPS will present a proposal for something to alleviate overcrowding at Wootton High School.  AB also reported that she met with parents from Churchill and there is an agreement to work
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together as a quad cluster (Wootton, Churchill, Richard Montgomery and Rockville)
on pedestrian safety issues.  Representatives from the four clusters will meet and then report to council member Phil Andrews (who is on the Safety Committee).  Anyone with pedestrian safety ideas should contact AB.
Cluster Report.  NH reported that the “Safe Pledge’ parents will be listed in next month's Informer.  A question was raised about whether the names would be listed on the website (as was reported in the April 10 Minutes).  It was decided that the names would not be on the website.
Committee Reports.

Staff Appreciation  MH reported for JK that events are planned for staff appreciation week which started on May 7:  Monday – lottery ticket (for the Mega Millions Lottery) in each mailbox, Tuesday – 10-minute head/neck massages, Wednesday – breakfast, Thursday - mailbox treat, Friday – snacks (fresh fruit, popcorn, Chex Mix, candy bars).

Dances  MH and JM reported for MM that the dances went well and the students had fun. The new DJs were an overwhelming success with both the kids and parents agreeing that it made all the difference. Dr. Jones added that the DJs gave the children a break when they needed it and this was a good thing.  We almost met our projected income, off by $65. This can be attributed to the poor turnout for the 7th grade dance, about 75 students attended. (Three Bar Mitzvahs were also held on that night.)  One suggestion for the fall dances would be to coordinate with Wootton High School regarding events scheduled. In the fall, one dance was held on the night of Wootton’s homecoming.  The volunteers who helped at the dances were great!

Election of 2007-2008 PTSA Officers

The slate of nominees was presented.  MH asked if there were additional nominations from the floor.  There weren’t any additional nominations, so a vote was taken and the slate of officers was approved.  CF will continue to try to find volunteers to serve as committee chairpersons, and KG will put out a request for volunteers to the feeder elementary schools.  AB made a motion, seconded by MN, to elect RE and RH as MCCPTA Delegates for the 2007-2008 school year.  The motion passed.
Principal's Report.   Dr. Jones introduced Ms. Jennifer Wingate, a Frost science teacher, who is participating in an administrative training program.  Ms. Wingate, as part of her program, would be observing the role of an administrator at a PTSA meeting.  Dr. Jones reported that a Frost English teacher was arrested on Wednesday, May 2.  Dr. Jones learned of this while traveling to Toronto with students and staff participating in a music festival.  He reported that, in his absence, Ms. Morris did a phenomenal job handling the situation at Frost.  Dr. Jones said that there is an ongoing and thorough investigation and that all reports (from students and parents) are being followed up by Montgomery County police.  Dr. Jones has spoken to students and staff.  The faculty and administration are 
working to regain the students’ full trust.  Mr. Kelsch, Dr. Liebes and MCPS security
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have given much support in handling the situation.  Dr. Jones has instructed staff to answer student questions and if they don’t know an answer about the situation, to honestly tell the students that.  Dr. Jones stressed that the focus for school staff is meeting the students’ needs, and that he will do everything in his power to be sure that the students’ trust is regained.  Discussion followed.  AB and RE will address (with MCCPTA) how MCPS does employment checks.  KG has been in contact with a clinical social worker, and a presentation for parents will be planned for later this month.  Dr. Jones and Frost staff will continue to encourage communication between students, parents and Frost and MCPS.  The recent events will be analyzed so that the school system can learn from this incident.  
Old Business.

CF spoke to an environmental expert about doing an Earth Day presentation but it was too late for this year.  Discussion followed and it was decided that this could be incorporated into next year’s activities, perhaps as part of the Day of Giving and/or a recycling club.

New Business.  

Volunteers interested in being committee chairpersons should contact new president, KG.  

KG needs the contact information for volunteers who do the PTA emails at the feeder elementary schools.

 

Announcements
This is the last meeting of the year and those present thanked MH for her two years as PTSA president.
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm
Respectfully submitted,

JM, Recording Secretary
 

